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For the place they thought the palace most convenient j for they concluded
that all the senators, though they were not made privy to it, yet, seeing the
action, would joyfully join with them; which, as it is said, happened at the
death of Romulus, after having changed the regal power into tyranny
Wherefore this attempt would have the same success with that \ especially
being not privily executed, but in the palace, and for the good of the com-
monwealth. That they needed not to fear anything from Cresar's army,
being all composed of Koman people ; in conclusion, that the authors of this
great action doing it publicly, could expect nothing but reward.
" Having all decreed the palace for the place of execution, there were
divers opinions concerning the manner of doing it; some being of opinion
that they should likewise make away Antony, Csesar's colleague, the most
powerful of his friends, and well beloved of the soldiery. But Brutus op-
posed that, saying, that it was only by killing Caesar, who was as a king,
that they ought to seek for the glory of destroying tyrants; and that if they
killed his friends too, men would impute the action to private enmity, and
the faction of Pompey. This advice prevailing, thev only expected the
assembling of the senate. Now the day before Caesar being invited to sup
with Lepidus, carried along with him Decimus Brutus Albinus; and dur-
ing supper the question being proposed what death was best for man; some
desiring one kind, and some another; he alone preferred the suddenest and
most unexpected. Thus divining for himself they fell to discourse of the
morrow's affairs. In the morning finding himself somewhat out of order
with the night's debauch, and his wife Calpurnia having been frightened
with dismal dreams, she advised him not to go abroad and in many sacri-
fices he made there were none but afErightful tokens; he therefore gave
order to Antony to dismiss the senate. But Decimus Brutus persuading
Him that it was more convenient, he went himself, to avoid the opinion that
might be conceived, that he did it out of pride or scorn, he went to dismiss
them himself, coming .to the palace in his litter.
44 There were at that time plays in Pompey's theatre, and almost all the
senators were at the windows of the neighbouring houses, as is the custom
in the time of spectacles. The same morning the praetors, Brutus and
Cassius, gave audience to those who made suit for it, with great tranquillity,
in a gallery before the theatre. But when they had heard what happened to
Caesar in the sacrifices, and that therefore they deferred the senate, they were
much troubled. One of tfcose that stood there having taken Casca by the
hand, told him : * You kept it close from me that am your friend, but Brutus
has told me all.* Whereupon Casca pricked in conscience, began to tremble;
but the other continuing with a smile: * Where then will you raise the
money to come to the sedility ? * Casca gave him an account. Brutus and
Cassius themselves being talking together, one of the senators, called Popilius
La&nas, drawing them aside said : * I pray God what you have in your hearts
may succeed happily, but it is fit you make haste.' At which they were so
surprised that uxey gave him no answer.
" At the same time that Caesar went to the palace in his litter, one*fcf his
domestics, who had understood something of the conspiracy came to find
Calpurnia ; but withouf saying anything else to her but that he must speak
with Caesar about affairs of importance, he stayed expecting his return from
the senate, because he did not know all the particulars; his host of Cnidus
called Artemidorus running to the palace to give him notice of it came just at
the moment of his being Mued; another, as he sacrificed before the gate of the
senate house, gave him a note of all the conspiracy; but he going in without